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The Pastor’s Prism

       Tumbled by the Spirit

Jesus’ death on the cross and
resurrection were cosmic events.  The
implications of these events, though
fixed in time, where not limited by time
but have meaning for people of every
age and place. Jesus wanted people to
know the grace that God gives to all who
put their faith in Him.

Furthermore, Jesus’ death and
resurrection are connected with His high
priestly prayer where He prayed that His
followers might be one (see John 17:11,
21, 22, 23). 

What this oneness is to be like is
explained most clearly by Jesus in verse
11, “...that they be one as We are
One,” and in verse 23,  “...I in them
and You in Me, that they may become
completely one, so that the world may
know that You have sent Me and have
loved them even as You have loved
Me”...In other words, the Church on
earth, in its diversity, may be something
like an image of the unity which exists in
God as one, yet paradoxically as Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit.

From the very beginning, such unity
in the Church has been difficult.  For
example, Paul dealt with different
factions in the Corinthian church who
were trying to claim the church as their
own.  Within the Corinthian church
some argued that those who followed
Christ had to be circumcised (e.g.
Romans 2:25-3:1; 1Corinthians 7:17-
20).  The Corinthian church was also
divided because of distinctions being
made over the different church leader
who had administered baptisms (see I
Corinthians 1:10-17).  

Paul pointed out that oneness is
found not in making distinctions but in
focusing on the oneness that exists in
knowing Jesus Christ and Him crucified
(e.g., I Corinthians 1:23). Knowing
Jesus Christ comes by faith.

Yet, here we are in the 21  centuryst

with more Christian denominations than
ever!  Even our ELCA is beginning to
come apart with new Lutheran
denominations springing up over
differing Scriptural interpretations of
human sexuality.  

Yet Jesus prays that the church might
be one.  During our recent Lenten focus
series, we have had representatives from
our partner churches help us understand
something of their denominations’
histories, beliefs, and current emphases.
(Please see  the article, “Full
Communion” found on page 3).
Understanding can lead us to greater
understanding and appreciation for each
denomination’s theology and practices
even if we don’t necessarily agree on
specifics.  

D i f f er ences  between  ou r
denominations rose not just out of
different Scriptural interpretations but
from differing contexts of culture,
language, histories, etc.  Furthermore,
there are different psychological
frameworks arising from these contexts.

We don’t ignore or sweep these
differences away but would suggest the
differences might show us how God will
use all kinds of means to reach others,
and that one way is not necessarily
superior to others.  Each denomination
represents a uniqueness when it comes to
grasping and understanding something of
the mystery and  all-embracing compass
of God.  Could there be richness in our
denominational diversities even as we
struggle towards oneness in Christ?

Think of rocks that are put into a
tumbler.  Each rock put in the tumbler
will have sharp edges, dull luster, and
just be rather rough looking.  Through
the process of tumbling, the rocks strike
together while differing grids are added
from time to time so that in time the
edges of the rocks are worn away and
become smooth. As the process

continues with finer and finer grids being
added, the luster of each stone and its
uniqueness becomes more and more
apparent.  When the tumbling is
complete, each rock, now with jewel-like
properties, shines with its own
uniqueness. Each will have a vitreous
luster filled with color and uniqueness
that couldn’t be seen before. 

Perhaps the Holy Spirit is something
like the tumbling process with rocks, so
that as we interact with each other the
sharp edges of our denominations’ past
are worn through discussion and sharing
while still  recognizing our oneness in
Jesus Christ.  Maybe, even with our
denominational differences we are being
prepared as jewels for the Kingdom of
God.  

In the Parish School Hymnal (United
Lutheran Church in America,
Philadelphia: Board of Publication,
1926. 183) there is a hymn, based on 

Continued on page 2.

Lord Jesus Christ, we thank You
for coming into the world to teach
and heal us, and show Your great
love for us through Your cross and

resurrection.  You called
us to be one in the world
in witness to You.  Lead
us by the Holy Spirit to
increasingly appreciate
and witness our faith even
a s  w e  g r o w  i n

understanding and appreciation for
t he  u n iqu enes s  of  ea c h
denomination.  Help us in our
differences to continue to find areas
of oneness through cooperation for
witnessing to You so that more and
more people will come to know the
Good News of our resurrected Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ in Whose
Name we pray.    AMEN
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Pastor’s Prism - continued from page 1.

Malachi 3:17 (KJV) entitled “Jewels,” with words by
William Cushing that goes:  

   When He cometh, When He cometh
To make up His jewels, 

   All His jewels,  precious jewels, 
His loved and His own.

   Like the stars of the morning, 
His bright crown adorning, 

   They shall shine in their beauty, 

Bright gems for His crown.
Our oneness is found in Jesus Christ whose death and
resurrection were for all people of every age. Yet, our
uniqueness as denominations, and even as individuals,  can
give Him  glory if we let the Holy Spirit work in our lives to
shape us for His purposes as we become jewels for His
Kingdom. 

+ Pr. Lee

Holy Week Services 
Maundy Thursday service is on April 1   at 7:30 p.m. withst

the laying-on-of-hands for individual forgiveness, pedilavium
(foot washing), Holy Communion, and stripping of the altar
and sanctuary. 

On Good Friday, April 2, we will have
two services.  The first service, Stations
of the Cross, will be at 2 p.m. and outside,
weather permitting.  Please dress casually
but warmly.  In case of inclement weather,
we will conduct the Stations of the Cross
in the Parish House auditorium.  This service lasts about an
hour.

At 7:30 on Good Friday, our service is centered around
Jesus’ Passion according to St. John and Jesus’ cross. 

[The Resurrection of our Lord is celebrated on Sunday, April
4, with a festive worship service at 9:30 a.m.] 

Women’s Spring Meeting

The Westminster  Cluster
Women’s Organization of the
Women of the ELCA will hold its
Spring Meeting on Monday
evening, April 19  at 6:30 p.m.th

The meeting will be held at Grace
Lutheran Church, Westminster.

Agenda: 6:30 - Registration with coffee and dessert
7:00 - Devotions - Grace Lutheran women
7:15 - Guest Speaker - Pastor Martha Clementson.
Pastor Clementson will be speaking to us about
How to Study the Bible.

We encourage you to attend and bring a friend or two!  Let’s
have a great turnout!  For planning purposes, please call
Gloria Kniss, 717-359-7681 or Helen Englar, 410-848-3874
by April 12  with possible count of attendees.  th

Council Highlights

Council met on March 15, 2010

1. Sunday School Easter Egg & potluck scheduled for 4-7p.m.
on Saturday, March 27th.

2. Clean up day for church, parish house, and grounds on  April
24  from 9 a.m. to 12 noon.th

3. Appreciation to all who helped in the kitchen with the Lion’s
Club Basket Bingo on March 13 .th

4. Property Committee will be checking into the heating
concerns of the parish house and hopefully resolve the
problems.

5. Ann Brumback elected as delegate to represent St.
Mary’s at Synod Assembly at the Eisenhower Center,
Gettysburg, June 10 - 12.  An additional delegate can
attend.  Please contact Pastor Lee ASAP if interested.
One delegate spot still open.

6. 250  anniversary celebration of St. Mary’s will occurth

in 2012.  Chairperson is needed.

7. It was decided to deactivate the chairlifts because of
exorbitant inspection costs.
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Full Communion
Full Communion
One of the ecumenical goals the ELCA
pursues is a model of ecumenism called
"full communion." The ELCA takes
seriously its call to act ecumenically for
the sake of the world and not for itself
alone. Unity does not mean that two
churches merge; rather, in reaching
consensus churches also respect
difference. In this way, full communion is
when two churches develop a relationship
based on a common confessing of the
Christian faith and a mutual recognition
of baptism and sharing of the Lord’s
Supper. 

These denominations likewise jointly
worship, may exchange clergy, and also
share a commitment to evangelism,
witness and service in the world. A
central document to Lutherans is the
Augsburg Confession. Article VII of the
Augsburg Confession states that “the true
unity of the church” is present where the
Gospel is rightly preached and
Sacraments rightly administered. The
ELCA is committed to this model of full
communion as an authentic expression of
Christian unity. Currently, the ELCA
shares full communion relationships with
five churches. Click below and learn
more about these vibrant relationships.

Characteristics of Full Communion For
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America, the characteristics of full
communion are theological and
missiological implications of the Gospel
that allow variety and flexibility. These
characteristics stress that the church act
ecumenically for the sake of the world,
not for itself alone. They will include at
least the following, some of which exist
at earlier stages:

• common confessing of the Christian
faith; 

• mutual recognition of Baptism and
a sharing of the Lord's Supper,
allowing for joint worship and an
exchangeability of members; 

• mutual recognition and availability
of ordained ministers to the service
of all members of churches in full
communion, subject only but
always to the disciplinary
regulations of other churches; 

• common commitmen t  t o
evangelism, witness, and service; 

• a means of common decision
making on critical common issues
of faith and life; 

• mutual lifting of any condemnations
that exist between churches

We hold this definition and description of
full communion to be consistent with
Article VII of the Augsburg Confession,
which says, "For the true unity of the
church it is enough to agree concerning
the teaching of the Gospel and the
administration of the Sacraments."
Agreement in the Gospel can be reached
and stated without adopting Lutheran
confessional formulations as such. It
allows for flexible, situation-oriented
decisions about order and decision
making structures. It does not demand
organic union, though it does not rule it
out. This definition is also in agreement
with the understanding of unity adopted
by the Seventh Assembly of the Lutheran
World Federation in 1984, "The Unity
We Seek" (quoted under the Lutheran
World Federation section of this
statement). The Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America seeks to be faithful to
its scriptural and confessional
foundations. As a confessional church
that is evangelical, catholic and
ecumenical, this church will pursue the
goal of full communion and will rejoice
in all movement toward that goal.

**Source: Ecumenism: The Vision of the Evangelical Lutheran

Church in America. Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, 1991.

Card Shower  

On Tuesday, April 27  Harvey Bowersox will beth

celebrating his 99  Birthday.  th

In honor of this occasion, the
members of St. Mary’s are asked
to help brighten his day by
participating in a “card shower”.

Well wishes can be sent to:
Harvey Bowersox, 
3 Footer Street, 
Hanover, PA  17331 

~Susan Bowersox-Blizzard,
   Secretary 

Newsletter Information
Newsletter Deadline: 3  Wednesday  by 10:00 a.m.           rd

Church Office Hours: Mon/Wed/Fri  9am-1pm   
Please contact the office when:
T your committee plans a meeting/activity so it can be listed on the master calendar.
T you have an announcement to be included in the newsletter or Sunday bulletin.

(Announcement forms are available on the church and parish house bulletin boards.
Please fill out a form and place in the church office’s “In Box”.  You may also email
your information to the church office, to the Secretary’s attention.)

Electronic Newsletter - You’ll be notified when the newsletter has been posted on our
website. To join, send an email request to: stmarys@qis.net.

Pastor: The Rev. Dr. H. Lee Brumback, II   717-359-8882; Council President: Craig
Fleischer, 410-346-6065; Council Vice-President: Dwyn Fleischer, 410-346-6065;
Council Secretary: Gail Wisner, 410-346-7955; Treasurer: Art Wisner  410-346-7955;
Outreach & Welcome: Jim Crist 410-848-4391; Christian Ed Chairperson: Laura
Bennett 410-346-6729; Property Committee: Gary Meadows  410-346-6994; Staff
Support: Rick Sparacino, 717-637-0067; Stewardship Committee: (vacant)); Worship
& Music Committee: Don Kaufman 717-637-9795; Flower Committee: Ruth Warfield
443-732-6030; Altar Guild Coordinator: Fran Crist   410-848-4391; Lector
Coordinator: Jim Crist 410-848-4391; Funeral Reception Committee: Viola Haines
717-633-7648, Marion Matthias  410-346-7380; Sexton : Mark Ruby 410-346-6840;
Secretary: Susan Blizzard  410-848-6384; Organist: Joye Kaufman 717-637-9795;
Thrivent Liaison: Donna Myers; Carroll Lutheran School Delegate: Shirley
Stansbury; Carroll Lutheran Village Delegates: Jim and Fran Crist; Acolyte
Coordinator:  Alec Shapiro; Stamp Coordinator: Helen Wolf
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Prayer Ventures - April 2010

1   Maundy Thursday - Thank God for the
many congregations across the ELCA
committed to meeting the needs of those who
suffer, such as Prince of Peace Lutheran
Church, Burnsville, Minn., which has
adopted three promises: Athat no one in our
family of faith will walk alone if they choose
not to, will be without adequate food, or will
be without a roof over their head.

2 Good Friday - Give thanks for God’s Son,
who sacrificed his life for us, and for ELCA
chaplains risking their lives serving in
Afghanistan: Chaplain Richard A.
Rittmaster, Army Guard; Chaplain Kelly J.
Wasberg, Army Guard; and Chaplain
William A. Hlavin, Navy Reserve.

3   Vigil of Easter - Thank God for the staff
and volunteers of Lutheran Services Florida,
Inc., Tampa, as they work on several fronts
to provide disaster relief to Haitians
following the January earthquake, offering
opportunities for new lives to those who have
lost almost everything.

4   Resurrection of Our Lord - Lord of the
nations, we pray for the people of East
Timor, Indonesia and the Philippines as they
struggle with religious and political diversity.
Grant that they may receive your peace and
experience the true joy of the Resurrection.

5   Remember in prayer the Rev. Phillip
Baker, ELCA regional representative for
theological education and church relations in
Asia.  Praise God for the opportunities and
relationships he builds with institutions and
churches throughout Asia.

6   Give thanks for the ministries of parish
nurses such as Linnea Jackson and Bev
Nelson, who serve at Prince of Peace
Lutheran Church, La Crescent, Minn.,
taking members’ blood pressures, leading
fitness programs and visiting the
homebound, among other duties.

7   World Health Day - Pray for Carolyn
and Jim Brown, who are serving at the
Ngaoundéré Protestant Hospital in
Cameroon, Carolyn in nursing and Jim as
surgical program director.

8   Pray for the board of directors and staff of
Camp of the Cross Ministries in North
Dakota as they gather in retreat April 9-10 to
work on a new strategic plan for their year-
round camp and retreat ministry.

9   Praise God for the Rev. Justin and Kari
Eller, who serve in La Paz, Bolivia.  They
work in the Office of Mission in the Iglesia
Evangélica Luterana Boliviana (Bolivian
Lutheran Church).

10   Please pray for newly appointed mission
developers starting congregations across the
ELCA:  Mark Huber, Marshfield, Mass.;

Zhenchuan Liu, Seattle, Wash.;  Mary
Jensen, Lincoln, Neb.;  Yutaka Kishino,
Huntington Beach, Calif.;  Melaku Tizazu,
Kansas City, Mo.;  and Po-Min Wang, West
Covina, Calif.

11 Second Sunday of Easter - Blessed God,
in the midst of serious political and economic
challenges in the region, we pray for the
people of Japan, North Korea, South Korea
and Taiwan, that your abundant grace may
be showered upon them.

12 Ask God to guide the Dinka Lutheran
Community of Sudanese immigrants in
Rochester, Minn., a Synodically Authorized
Worshiping Community, as they identify,
nurture and train leaders. 

13 Pray for the Rev. Robert and the Rev.
Janice Marie Lowden, who serve as regional
representatives for East Africa, focusing on
companion churches and relationships in
Tanzania.

14 Pray for Trinity Lutheran Church,
Kankakee, Ill., as the congregation
reorganizes its ministry for mission.  All
congregational work will be based on the
faith practices: pray, study, worship, invite,
encourage, serve, give.

15   Ask God’s blessings on Suzanne Strekal
and Delores Slusser-Wright, volunteer
teachers at Gymnazium JA Komenskeho in
Kosice, Slovakia. The Gymnazium is one of
several church-related schools to which the
ELCA sends teachers.

16   Pray for the National Council of the
Lutheran Student Movement as it meets
April 16-18 to plan for the next year of
student-led ministry in their regions.

17   Give thanks for the generous spirit
displayed by St. John Lutheran Church in
Norfolk, Neb.  As they celebrated God's
blessings that included $19,000 more than
expenditures in 2009, they donated
generously of the unexpected gifts to the
Nebraska Synod’s ministries. 

18   Third Sunday of Easter - God of
mercy, send the gentle rains upon the lands
of Djibouti and Somalia.  May the fields bear
fruit and the people be renewed in the midst
of their constant living with drought and
hunger.

19   Thank God for Dr. Meghan
Shaughnessy and Dr. Kurt Hessen. They are
serving for nine months at Arusha Lutheran
Medical Center and Selian Hospital.

20   Pray for the churchwide Lutheran Youth
Organization and its current youth leaders as
they continue to carry out a major ministry
restructuring process.

21   Remember in prayer Sarah Griebler and

Colleen Hetrick, serving as English teachers
in Cieszyn, Poland.  May this experience
continue to shape their future ministries.  

22   Earth Day - Pray that more and more
people see caring for creation as an act of
discipleship, and give thanks for the
M e t r o p o l i t a n  C h i c a g o  S yn o d ’ s
Environmental Concerns Working Group, its
leaders, and the eight congregations in the
synod that served as guinea pigs and
trendsetters, enabling others to become better
stewards of creation.

23   Lift up Randall and Carol Stubbs,
teaching music at Makumira University
College, a ministry of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church of Tanzania.  Rejoice with
this family and with their students as they
learn from each other the gifts of music and
friendship.

24   Remember to pray for the Lutheran
Malaria Initiative, a partnership of ELCA,
The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod and
Lutheran World Relief, working to combat
malaria and its effects on the people who live
daily with the disease, especially as we
observe World Malaria Day on April 25.

25   Fourth Sunday of Easter - God of hope,
we praise you for the witness of the growing
churches in Ethiopia and Eritrea.  Continue
to strengthen and comfort these churches as
they reach out with compassion to their
neighbors.

26   Pray for college and university students
graduating this spring from the ELCA’s 27
colleges and universities as they discern how
to live out their vocations. 

27   Lift up in prayer Douglas Foster, John
Hoyle, Susan Wironen, and Dana Dutcher,
who have assignments as English teachers in
Tokyo and Kumamoto, Japan, as part of the
J-3 program of the Japan Evangelical
Lutheran Church.

28   Please pray for the ministries of Jordan
New Life Community Lutheran Church and
Central Lutheran Church, both of the
Minneapolis Area Synod, as they learn from
each other, share gifts and resources, and
engage in mission together.

29   Give thanks for the ministries of
Reformation Lutheran Church on Capitol Hill
in Washington, D.C., and its witness to the
United States government as it serves the
people who are most vulnerable in the city.

30   Pray for Pastor Sam and Cindy Wolff,
who serve at Nairobi International Lutheran
Church in Nairobi, Kenya. This is a
congregation of the Kenya Evangelical
Lutheran Church.
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Northwest Provision Drive
The 2010 Northwest Provision Drive 

January 22, 2010 marked our 18th year
of reaching out to the unfortunate people
on the streets of Baltimore. The Drive
began at 8:00 am with six of us sorting
our wares and loading the 26' van.
We've really got this down to a science,
with coat racks, shelving, and a food
prep area set up inside the truck, a far
cry from wading through the piles and
stacks of years ago. 

St. Mary's Evangelical Lutheran Church
of Silver Run has been an integral part
of our ministry for years now, donating
the use of their excellent kitchen
facilities for making the soup and
sandwiches. We have offered to help
offset the cost of the utilities consumed,
but Pastor Lee Brumback & the people
of St. Mary's consistently support the
cause with godly generosity. Michele
Coyle was back with us as Kitchen
Crew leader, and nearly twenty laborers
made short work of preparing and
packing the food. Janice Airey had
donated over 100 bags with homemade

granola bars, candy, and other treats.
These were incorporated into our
"goodie bags" along with cheese
crackers, fruit bars, applesauce, and
more. 

Jerry Wilhoite again included NWPD as
one of the beneficiaries of his annual
benefit golf tournament, which added
$850.00 to our capital fund for the year.
This kind of support aids our ministry
greatly, as the cost of quality products
seems to go up every year. 

Penny Pettie and Beth Reimer had
assembled ten special packages with
women's "essentials". What a novel and
thoughtful idea! 

A late departure from Grace Fellowship
following the orientation and prayer time
sent the Street Team off into the night.
We had with us three freshmen, Matt &
Jeremiah Rosad and Josh Willet, and it
is exciting to see our pool of servants
grow each year. A prior abdominal
strain slowed Steve down a bit, and
Matt was a little under the weather, but
the Team pulled together, and made our

rounds with a few new locations
included. Many small prayer gatherings
could be seen throughout the night, and
one-on-one ministry was all around us.
We served and fellowshipped with over
fifty lonely souls, about ten of them
women, providing them with cold
weather gear, shoes, food, and the Love
of Christ. The leftover soup and
sandwiches were again delivered to the
Helping Up Mission, and the "goodie
bags" were brought back with us, to be
handed out at the Westminster Cold
Weather Shelter. A weary Street Team
arrived back at GFC around 3:30 am,
unloaded the truck, and headed home for
some much needed rest. Our heartfelt
thanks go out to all who are a part of
this work through service , prayer, and
financial support! 

We plan to make at least one Spring '10
Run this year, too. If you would like to
participate in the Northwest Provision
Drive in any way, please talk to Steve
Pettie. You may phone 410-259-3411 or
email B4GIVEN@att.net

Carroll Lutheran Village News
Regionally, Carroll Lutheran Village was recognized by Baltimore Business Journal for being #1 in affordability - $834 for a studio
apartment and $928 for a one-bedroom apartment.  These figures include meals with choices of dining venues; transportation around
campus and within a seven-mile radius; utilities in the apartments; pool and gym programs in the Wellness Center; amenities such
as walking trails, entertainment and programs; real estate taxes that support the greater community; 24/7 maintenance and security;
and the availability of the continuum of care - assisted living and skilled nursing care - right on campus.

Locally, Carroll Lutheran Village was again voted Carroll’s BEST Retirement Community, BEST Assisted Living and BEST
Nursing Home by a Carroll County Times readers poll.  Even if our residents are stuffing the ballot box, their vote of confidence
in the continuing care retirement community they have chosen speaks well of the Village’s commitment to excellent care for the
whole person.  



The Lutheran Light - April 2010

-6-

Notes & Thank Yous

My Dear Sponsor,

Greetings from your sponsor child from India,

I am keeping well by the grace of God and by your
prayer.  I hope and pray that you and your family
member are keeping well.  I am very happy to write
this letter.  I have received your letter and understood
all the contents.  I received your photograph and
diary.  My family member and I felt very happy to
receive your lovely letter and gifts.  We really blessed
by being your sponsor child and family.

My elder sister is in 5  grade and another sister is inth

7  grade.  We are all studying in Mahila Samaj schoolth

situated in slum area.  Parents are daily wage
laborers.  I am studying in 3  grade.  I am going tord

school regularly.  My half yearly6 exams are over
World Vision has arranged Peace day and children
day programme. We celebrated Republic day on 26th

of Jan. in the school.  We pray for you and your
family members that my God will bless abundantly in
all the season with good health and happiness.

Once again I thank you very much for all your kind
support and letter.  Convey my regards to all your
family members.

Yours lovingly,
BABURAO, Mahantesh

Translated by: Ani.T.

Thank You So Much

  Celebrating 29 Years Loving, Caring & Sharing

   Dear Friends,

Thanks you so much for your support of New Life For
Girls.  We are blessed to have faithful friends of the
ministry who believe in our work.  Without you we
wouldn’t be able to reach the many women and
children who come to us for help.  Again, thank you
and God bless St. Mary’s Evangelical Lutheran
Church family.

In His Service,
Pastors Edwin “Tito” & Susie Matos, Directors

P.S. With the money we were able to pay the oil bill.
        Thanks

Carroll County Food Sunday, Inc.
P.O. Box 2160

Westminster, MD 21148

March 14, 2010

St. Mary’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
3978 Littlestown Pike
Westminster, MD 21158

Dear Friends:

On behalf of the Board of Directors of Carroll County Food
Sunday, our clients and our volunteer workers, I want to
express our thanks for a check in the amount of $946.24...
Thank you for your continuing support of our efforts to fight
hunger in Carroll County.

Continued on page 8.
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From Our Missionaries
Hospital in the City
The following series of blog entries focus
on medical care in Tanzania provided by
the Lutheran Church. Within Tanzania,
faith-based hospitals provide 44% of the
health care. Lutheran missionaries to
Tanzania were some of the first to
develop health care dispensaries and
clinics over 100 years ago. Today, there
are 23 hospitals owned by the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Tanzania
and its dioceses and two additional
facilities in the process of being built. In
addition to hospitals, there are more than
160 primary health care institutions,
corresponding to about 15% of health
services in the country. ELCA Mission
Personnel and volunteers are actively
involved in all areas and levels of health
care in Tanzania.

About a decade ago, Dr. Mark Jacobson
worried how Selian Lutheran Hospital
would survive into the future. At the time,
he was the Doctor in Charge at the facility.
During the previous 10 years, he had
worked with partners in the U.S. and the
Diocese of the Arusha Region to transform
the small medical dispensary outside
Arusha into a full service hospital. As
described in the previous blog entry,
Selian’s mission from the very start was to
serve the medical needs of the people of
the pastoralist communities (primariy
Maasai) in the rural areas around the city.
These were primarily the poor and
marginalized of society by virtue of their
traditional tribal ways.

Being a church-run hospital with no
governmental support, its financial health
depended upon the fees paid by patients for
the services offered. The problem was (and
continues to be) that the vast majority of
those needing medical care and
hospitalization could not pay for these
services. By virtue of its biblical mandate,
an institution of the ELCT could not and
would not turn away the poor. Although
partners in the U.S. and Europe assisted
with medical supplies, technology,
medications and specialized medical staff,
the sustainability of Selian’s services to
the community during the second 50 years
of its existence was in question.

Dr. Jacobson spent the following years
searching for a solution to the problem.

After developing one hospital, he dared to
dream of developing yet another medical
center for the ex-patriot and wealthier
community in Arusha city that would, in
part, provide financial support for Selian.
This hospital was to be a “state of the art”
medical center that would supply a level of
medical care more commensurate with that
expected in large hospitals in Dar es
Salaam or Nairobi, Kenya.

Through many consultations with partners,
many hours of fundraising, many dedicated
people inside and outside Tanzania and
many answers to prayer, the building of
Arusha Lutheran Medical Center (ALMC)
went from being a dream to a reality. Land
for the facility was donated by the Arusha
Diocese of the ELCT. Private donors as
well as local, ELCA and other
international Lutheran church bodies
provided financial support. Global Health
Ministries donated medical equipment
worth $2 million. In addition, the hospital
took out a $3 million loan for construction.

The first planning steps were made in
2002. In 2004, the ground was broken for
the first stage of building. In December
2008, the building was dedicated, and
early the following year, it opened its
doors to the community.

Since then, the beautiful, modern, orange
sherbet-colored facility has become, for
Tanzanians and ex-patriots alike, a
welcomed alternative to other medical
facilities. Persons seeking a high level of
care come all the way from Dar es Salaam
and other areas of the country for
treatment at ALMC.

During its first full year of operation
(2009), 54,000 outpatients and 2,000
inpatients were treated. Although there are
125 potential beds, only 60 are available
at this time, and there are an average of
35-40 beds occupied. Medical and surgical
services include: fistula repair, orthopedic
and plastic surgery, rape and abuse
counseling, clef lip/palate repair, and
HIV/AIDS treatment.

We have certainly been thankful for the
hospital’s presence. Last July, Bob was
stricken with a terrible case of food
poisoning and became dangerously
weakened by dehydration. Kristopher and
Rebecca Hartwig helped JMe rush him to

the hospital. After two nights of care and
re-hydration, Bob returned home with a
new lease on life. Last October, when JMe
fell and injured her hand, it was x-rayed
and treated by the capable staff at ALMC.

Dr. Jacobson took over as Director of
ALMC when it opened in 2008 and passed
on this role at Selian to his Tanzanian
colleague, Dr. Kipuyu. A partnership
between the hospitals is still evident
through sharing of medical resources and
staffing. For example, ALMC has an
oxygen-production system that supplies
both hospitals. Volunteer medical
personnel from the U.S. and Europe
continue to come to Arusha for long- and
short-term stints to provide specialized
care or perform surgeries.

Children with orthopedic disabilities are
treated through the Rehab Surgery
Programme and the Plaster House,
programs shared by both hospitals. An
outreach team travels to more than 100
villages to provide education about
disabilities and to refer children for
rehabilitative surgery. The Plaster House
provides low cost, quality care for children
who are in plaster casts after their
surgeries as well as physical rehabilitation
after the plaster has been removed. After
their surgeries, the children stay at Plaster
House until they are able to return to their
families and villages.

Just a couple of weeks ago, over 40
children received surgery to repair their
cleft lips or palates. Plastic surgeons from
the U.S. spent the week at the hospital
caring for the surgical needs of children
and youth with these deformities. In the
same way, orthopedic surgeons from the
U.S. or Europe periodically come to
ALMC to perform a large group of these
surgeries.

Continued on page 9.
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Notes & Thanks Yous - 

continued from page 6.

As you may be aware, our ability to meet the demand for our
services is being tested, making additional contributions of food
and money all the more important.  You may be interested to
know that 2009 appears to have been another year in which
Food Sunday will have provided supplemental food services to
a record number of clients and families.  For the full year
through the end of December, we recorded 696 new families
coming through our doors for food.  For the year as a whole, we
provided food for over 20,845 family units, including those who
are regular weekly clients.  This is why we greatly appreciate all
the support we receive and why every gift of food or money goes
directly to the mission of serving the less fortunate of Carroll
County.

We value the support you provide in a variety of ways and
should you ever have a need for additional information about
Food Sunday or the nature of its mission, please do not hesitate
to call on me.

Sincerely,

Paula Harding

 

3/20/2010

To St. Mary’s - 

Pack 483 would like to thank Pastor Lee, the staff, and
congregation at St. Mary’s for continuing to support Cub Scouts
in our community.  We appreciate the use of the facilities and
the positive relationship between the church and our
organization.  

We couldn’t do it without you!

Sincerely,
Cub Scout Pack 483

[A check for $75 was given to St. Mary’s from Cub Scout Pack
483 at their Blue and Gold Banquet on March 20, 2010.]

Missionaries to Visit St. Mary’s
Pastors Bob and JMe Lowden, missionaries in Tanzania
whom we help support are making plans to visit us on
Sunday, July 11 .  th

Please mark your calendar now so that you will have a
chance to visit with them!  More details about their visit
will be forthcoming. 

From Our Missionaries - continued from page 8.

During the fall of 2009, Linda Jacobson joined her
husband’s team to assist in the development of a Rape
and Sexual Abuse Care Center at ALMC. This center
provides immediate care and counseling to victims 24/7.
This is a community-based project that has both local
and international support.

Also in 2009, a training program for Assistant Medical
Officers (AMO) began at the hospital. Currently, a
small group of Clinical Officers (CO) is taking
advanced medical training in order to receive their
certificates as AMOs. To be a CO, one must have two
years of basic medical training and at least one year of
practical experience. The AMO certificate requires an
additional two-year program of instruction and followed by further
practical training in a medical clinic, dispensary or hospital. Due
to the lack of MDs, many medical facilities in Tanzania are staffed
by COs or AMOs. For many Tanzanians, these are the only
“doctors” they ever meet.

Dr. Jacobson will be the first to admit that his goals for ALMC as
a “model of excellence in Tanzania” and a means of financial
support for its sister institution, Selian, have not yet been met. His
dream is still in process of becoming a complete reality. Not all
equipment is up and running, and there are still staffing needs. The
Emergency Unit is still in development, and the inpatient
admissions are not numerous enough to provide financial stability.

With Selian Hospital now receiving government support as a DDH
(see previous blog entry), some of the financial concerns are

alleviated. However, the long-term sustainability of
both medical facilities and all their services is still an
issue. There is still a question as to how the rather
novel idea of, in Dr. Rafael Malpica’s (Executive
Director of ELCA- Global Mission) words, “the
distribution of wealth through health care” will
succeed.

Nevertheless, ALMC is an oasis of holistic medical
care in the midst of the city. Like all Lutheran
hospitals in the country, its doors are open to anyone,
no matter her race, faith or socioeconomic status, who
is in need of medical care.

Posted on the Lowden’s Blog - Thursday, March 4, 2010
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Faith Facts - March 2010

1
A decision was made. 
In August 2009 the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America Churchwide Assembly
voted to adopt its 10th Social Statement  on the subject of human sexuality. This1

statement covered important is-sues; it strongly affirmed marriage and family, and it
discussed divorce and sexuality outside of marriage. It addressed social issues, taking
strong stands against promiscuity, sexual abuse, the global sex trade, and pornography
At the assembly, we as a church also agreed to find a way for people in publicly
accountable, lifelong, monogamous, same-gender relationships to serve as rostered
leaders.

2
We recognize our differences. 
ELCA members have differing opinions on how to regard lifelong, monogamous,
same-gender relationships. At the Churchwide Assembly, we identified four differing
positions that faithful Lutherans may uphold in relation to homosexuality : 

• Same-gender sexual behavior is sinful. 
• While homosexuality may not be sinful, it does not follow God's original

intention. 
• Lifelong, monogamous, same-gender relationships should be supported but not

equated with marriage. 
• These relationships should be supported and held to the same status as

heterosexual marriage. 
We agree to disagree...and this isn't our first disagreement.  2

3
Your congregation will not have a gay pastor...unless you want one. 
As in the past, congregations are free to ask questions of potential pastors  whom they3

may call to serve them. Questions about the pastor's own sexuality as well as questions
about his or her beliefs and how he or she intends to preach and teach on these and
other issues are fair and valid questions to ask pastoral candidates. Congregations have
always called and will continue to call the pastor who will best serve them.

4
The ELCA has not authorized blessing same-gender unions. 
No ELCA pastor or congregation will be required to bless a same-gender union, and
there is no ELCA service or rite for blessing such a union or for the marriage of a
same-gendered couple. The ELCA also recognizes that some pastors and some
congregations seek ways to support lifelong, monogamous commitment between two
same-gendered persons with prayer, pastoral care, and community support. The ELCA
is committed to respecting the bound conscience of all pastors and congregations in
this matter. Please also know that no ELCA pastor is required to perform a marriage
ceremony for any male/female couple who makes such a request. 

5
You are an important part of the DE-MD Synod. 
As a member of your congregation, you are a part of the Delaware-Maryland Synod.
You are joined with more than 85,000 other Lutheran Christians in 182 congregations
throughout Delaware and Maryland. The Delaware-Maryland Synod helps identify,
prepare, and support pastors; helps congregations find pastors; offers consultations,
advice, and trainings in the areas of finance, stewardship, youth, evangelism, Christian
education, and communication ministries; and assists with ministry transitions and
conflict resolution, to name a few of the synod’s functions.  

Social Statement: a1 

social policy adopted by
the ELCA Churchwide
Assembly to address a
significant social issue.

 The necessity of2

circumcision, slavery,
civil rights, divorce of
church members and
divorce of clergy, inter-
f a i t h  a n d
interdenominational
marriage, and the
ordination fo women
are just a few of the
issues that Christians
have dis-agreed about.

 And other rostered3

leaders: associates in
ministry,  diaconal
m i n i s t e r s  a n d
deaconesses.

! ! !
! ! ! "
! ! " " !
! " " !
"     ! !
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Faith Facts - Continued from page 9

6
As the DE-MD Synod, we minister together in significant ways. 
• We are committed to confronting and working to end systemic racism in our congregations and communities. 
• We have a presence on seven college and university campuses in our two states, with two more sites emerging. 
• We support advocates working for justice and providing "a voice for the voiceless" in our two state legislatures. 
• We are reaching out to the unchurched through the establishment of new congregations and the strengthening of

existing ones all across the synod. 
• We walk with and learn from Lutherans in the Mara Diocese of Tanzania, the Tampere Diocese in Finland, and the

Evangelical Lutheran Church in Estonia. 
• We nurture and mentor hundreds of youth and train many adults to lead youth through the synod Lutheran Youth

Organization. 
• We help thousands of people through our support of partnership organizations, like Diakon Lutheran Social

Ministries and Lutheran Community Services of Wilmington. 

7
You are an important part of the ELCA. 
Through your membership in an Evangelical Lutheran Church in America congregation, you are one of 4.5 million
members in 10,500 congregations around the United States and the Caribbean. Together, as congregations, synods and
the ELCA, we do God's work in ways that no congregation could do alone. A single example of our strong ministry
together: Our mission support of the ELCA covers the administrative costs of Lutheran Disaster Relief so that 100%
of all gifts for Haiti relief go directly to the people in need. By February 24, gifts to help Haiti through the ELCA
exceeded $5.8 million, with more now being committed to work in Chile. 

8
As the ELCA, we minister together in significant ways. 
• Together, we are developing more than 200 new congregations in all parts of the ELCA - including eight in the

Delaware-Maryland Synod. 
• Together, we are helping 159 existing congregations intentionally focus on renewing and strengthening their

ministries - including nine in the Delaware-Maryland Synod. 
• Together, we support eight seminaries, 27 colleges and universities, 187 campus ministries, 1,530 early childhood

education centers, 267 K-8 elementary schools, and 147 outdoor ministries. 
• Together, we support disaster relief projects around the world with our time, talent and treasure. 
• Together, we feed millions of people and provide clean water for millions more through Lutheran World Hunger.

9
Working together, we can accomplish so much more. 
You've heard it said, "The whole is greater than the sum of its parts." Imagine the effect, then, of 4.5 million Lutherans
acting together to live out - and to live up to - the ELCA's tagline: "God's work. Our hands." What will happen to the
world, to our communities, to our congregations 
• as the ELCA follows through on its commitment to eradicate malaria, a preventable and treatable disease that kills

more than one million people a year around the world? 
• as the ELCA and its six full communion partners explore new ways to live out their mutual commitment to

evangelism, witness and service in the world? 
• as ELCA members dig more deeply into God's Word through the Book of Faith Initiative? 
• as all of us commit ourselves to acting together as the body of Christ? 

For more information 
Office of the Bishop 

Delaware-Maryland Synod 
The Lutheran Center 

700 Light Street 
Baltimore, MD 

21230-3850 
(410)230.2860 

Summary of Actions of the 2009 ELCA Churchwide Assembly 
www.elca.org/assembly/summary 

Frequently Asked Questions About Assembly Actions Regarding Human Sexuality 
www.elca.org/faithfuljourney/faqs 

ELCA Social Statement Human Sexuality: Gift and Trust 
www.elca.org/faithfuljourney 

Your comments are encouraged: ELCA Studies on Sexuality, Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America, 8765 West Higgins Road, Chicago, IL 60631. Phone: (800)638.3522 

.



  April 2010      **Holy Communion is celebrated each Sunday**

Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m. Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

Anniversaries

Bob and Janice Marie Lowden - April 16  th

Worship Helpers

Acolyte: Katie Fairbank, Suzy Spriggs

Usher: The Meadows’ Family

Altar Guild: Marion Matthias

Communion Assistant: Helen Wolf

1
Maundy

Thursday
Service - 
7:30 p.m.

2

2:00 p.m. Stations
of the Cross

7:30 p.m. Good
Friday - St. John’s

Passion

3

4 Kourtney Powell

Resurrection of Our Lord/Easter Day - White
Acts 10" 34 - 43
Psalm: 118: 1 - 2, 14 - 24
1 Corinthians 15: 19 - 26
Luke 24: 1 - 12
Basket Offering -New Life for Girls

5   

Worship & Music
7 p.m.

Church Office
Closed

Easter Monday

6 7 8  

Hein - Fry
Lectern,
LTSG

9 10
Ronald Blizzard

Renewal of
Wedding Vows -
50  Anniversaryth

Carl & Betty
Tawney

11     

2  Sunday of Easter - Whitend

Acts 5: 27 - 32
Psalm: 118: 14 - 29
Revelation 1: 4 - 8
John 20: 19 - 31

12

Church Council
Meeting - 7 p.m.

13 14
James Pearre

15 16 17
Alec Schapiro

18

3  Sunday of Easter - Whiterd

Acts 9: 1 - 20
Psalm: 30
Revelation 5: 11 - 14
John 21: 1 - 19

19
Sharon Adams

ELCA Women’s
Spring Meeting @
Grace Lutheran

6:30 p.m.

20 21

Newsletter
Deadline -

10 a.m.

22 23 24

Church Clean-up
Day 

9 a.m. - Noon

25   
4  Sunday of Easter - Whiteth

Acts 9: 36 - 43
Psalm 23
Revelation 7: 9 - 17
John 10: 22 - 30
Social Hour - Outreach Committee

26

St. Mark, Evangelist

27
Harvey Bowersox

28
Rodney Bupp

29 30
Joanne Carpenter

LTSG Convocation


