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The Pastor’s Prism

“Our Meaning or God’s Meaning?”

There are differing meanings
associated with Advent-Christmas
season as interpreted by our culture,
retailers, and the church.  The culture
may see the meaning mostly as a time
of joyous family gatherings, holidays,
and lots of celebrating.  The retail
world sees it as a time to move their
sales into the black.  The church, of
course, remembers the coming into
the world of our Lord and Savior,
Jesus Christ.  

As we move between these
differing groups that celebrate this
season, meanings get mixed together
as we see in the malls, in the media,
sometimes even in the church’s
Advent-Christmas celebration. Which
meaning becomes dominant for us
usually depends on the context that
we’re in at the time.

The meaning that we give to
Advent-Christmas and everything
else comes from life experiences in
the places that we’ve worked,
visited, books we’ve read, and the
like.  Tennyson writes, “I am a part
of all that I have met” in his poem,
Ulysses.  Thus, we are likely to think
that these things make us who we
are, and even give us the right to
interpret and give meaning to all that
we see and experience. 

From the church’s standpoint,
such individualistic approach to
finding meaning can lead us into
some serious errors.  This can be
shown in the results of a survey that
was done among teenagers in
Sweden.  Teenagers were asked to
respond to the statement, “I think
the following could give my life
more meaning...”  Of those who
responded: 87% felt that meaning

could be found in a good job; 85%
thought it could be found in a
marriage partner; 84% thought it
could be found in sports and
recreation; and only15% thought that
reading the Bible and prayer could
help, while another 15% thought
alcohol could help.  About 8%
considered the question of the
meaning of life important yet 80%
considered it unimportant whether
Jesus existed on Earth as a man on
Earth or not. Also, 85% considered it
unimportant whether Jesus was the
Son of God or not.  A full 75%
concluded that the question of God’s
existence is unimportant.   For us1

Christians, it would be very sad if
these same meanings given to life by
some teenagers remain with them as
adults.

Still our tendency to give meaning
to things in life seems essential and a
natural part of our humanity. Perhaps
it was from such thinking about
meaning that philosophy was born.
Philosophy, historically, “lover of
wisdom,” is defined as the rational
investigation of truths and principles
of being, knowledge and conduct.  A2

problem with using a philosophic
approach to give meaning to life is
that it, too, is individualistic, and
subject to change since it is based on
current knowledge, which changes as
more knowledge is found.

As Christians, our approach to
meaning is based on theology, that is
what God has revealed to us through

Jesus Christ.  Theology is the field
of study, thought and analysis which
treats God, His attributes and His
relations to the universe.   Thus,3

meaning comes from the world but
it is read through the spectacles of
faith known through God’s Word.
His Word always overrides our
experiences or feelings.  This
becomes important when we receive
the Body and Blood of our Lord.
The fact that we may not “feel”
something  (give our individualistic
meaning) when we receive the
Sacrament does not mean that the
Body and Blood are not there.  

Continued on page 2.
__________________

 Ibid., 14713

Almighty God, we give thanks
for all Your goodness to us, and
especially for the coming of
Your Son into our world as an
infant.  Help us to know and live
in the meaning that You have
given us as people made in Your

image.  Help us to be
good stewards of all
that You have entrusted
to us, and to remember
that our lives are empty
unless we are living-out

the meaning, which You have
assigned to each of us in the
families and communities in
which we live, work, and gather.
Move us from trying so much to
feel Your presence and grace to
trusting and living in Your
revealed Word. Hear us, for we
ask these things through Him
Who is the Incarnate Word,
Jesus Christ, Your only Son our
Lord.   AMEN

 

Jim Peterson, Living Proof, NavPress,1

1989.35

Random House Dictionary of the English2

Language, New York: Random House,
1981.1082



The Lutheran Light - December 2009

-2-

Pastor’s Prism - continued from page 1.

     Because we fail to feel anything in receiving the Body and
Blood of Christ in our lives is more of a reflection on  our
response to what He has given us.  God has given the
meaning when Jesus said, “This is My Body...This is My
Blood...” 4

Over and over the Bible gives examples of those who
tried to put their meaning on things rather than trust what
God has said.  We see that in the creation story where Eve
and Adam buy in to the meaning of what the creature said
about God rather than what God had revealed and
commanded through His word.5

Another example comes from the Israelites at Sinai, who
just couldn’t wait for Moses to return but wanted a god that
they could see, and so they made the golden calf.  They6

assigned their meaning to what they could do in making a
god rather than having faith in what God had already
revealed to them through Moses. 

The most profound meaning for our lives has come
because of Jesus Christ.  He came to save us from the curse
of our sins, which come from our giving meaning to the
wrong things in our lives rather than living within His
meaning for us.  The coming of Jesus Christ as an infant into
our world reminds us that we need to return to basics of our
faith where His meaning for us has been revealed by His
Word, can be nurtured by His grace in us as known to us by
faith.

+ “Pr. Lee”

____________________

 Matt. 26:26-28; Mk. 14:22-24; Luke 22: 17-20; I Cor. 11:23-264

 Gen. 35

 Ex. 326

All Saints Day 
On All Saints Day we remembered
Christians who have completed their
course through the world.  Three votive
candles were lighted before the Baptismal fount in
remembrance of our members who died during the last year
from All Saints Day in 2008 to the present: Dennis L.
Vonella (9/10/50 - 12/15/08), John C. Flickinger (1/1/28 -
3/3/09), and Donald M. Smith (5/21/31 - 8/19/09). 

Bible Club
A weekly after school Bible club for boys and girls
meets on Tuesdays from 3:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m. in the Art
Room at Charles Carroll Elementary School.  The
Character Building Club is presented by Children’s &
Bible Ministries of Maryland, Inc.  With the local club
under the leadership of Sue Harbin.  Brochures with
more details and permission slips can be found on the
rear register of the sanctuary.

Offering Envelopes

2010 Offering Envelopes are available for
pick-up in the overflow room of the
church.  Please note, if you did not pick-
up your envelopes the past two (2) years,
2010 envelopes were not automatically
issued.  You can request a box for 2010
by contacting the church office. 

Carroll Lutheran Village

VILLAGE HOLIDAY - presented by Carroll
Lutheran Village Friends of the Village Auxiliary.
Saturday, December 5th.  Poinsettias, Books,
Handmade Soaps, Handcrafted items, Bake Table,
“Treasures for Cash” Table, Silent Auction, and
more.  

PANCAKE BREAKFAST  7 - 10
a.m. in the 205 St. Mark Way
Dining Room and Garden Terrace.
$7.00 Adults; $6.00 Children (10
and under).  For information on  call
410-605-1011.  Proceeds benefit
Health Care Center Neighborhood
Innovation.

A COPY OF THE CARROLL LUTHERAN
VILLAGE ANNUAL REPORT 2008 - 2009 is
located on the rear register of the church.
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Without God our week would be:
Sinday, Mournday, Tearday, Wasteday, Thirstday,

Fightday & Shatterday
Remember seven days WITHOUT GOD makes

One WEAK!!

Annual Meeting Packets
Copies of the budget for 2010 and other handouts that were
distributed at the Annual Congregational meeting are available on
the table in the overflow room of the church.

Notes & Thank Yous

November 3, 2009

St. Mary’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
3978 Littlestown Pike
Westminster, MD 21158-1541

Dear [St. Mary’s Congregation],

This year through our BACK-TO-SCHOOL program we
helped over one thousand students return to school with the
necessary supplies.  Now we are embarking on our
Prescription Program hoping to raise $13,000 to help those
who are under-insured or who have no insurance.  We thank
you for your donation of $825.00.  Your support and that of
other Carroll County churches are the foundation of our
ability to help those in need or crisis which is our mission.
We appreciate your support.

Sincerely,
Kathryn C. Brown
Director

- - - - - - - - - - 

Thank you for your kindness.

I would like to thank St. Mary’s Church for letting me have
my Eagle Scout Court of Honor at the church.  Also for
sponsoring Troop 483 Boyscouts and Cubscouts.

              ~ Henry Stevens

Upcoming Events

          CHRISTMAS BAZAAR &

           LUNCHEON

          Saturday, December 12th

           9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

Handmade Crafts, Delicious Food, 
Fruit,  Baked Goods

Silent Auction: Items include 
Gift Certificates, Filled Gift Baskets, 

and Much More!

Children’s Activities: Crafts,
Bean Bag Toss, and more!

Free Blood Pressure & Body Composition
 Screening provided

 by Carroll County Health Department

(Proceeds benefit New Life for Girls, Carroll County Food Sunday, Special

Needs of St. Mary’s and

 the Delaware Maryland Synod of th e ELCA) 

CHRISTMAS PROGRAM & DINNER
(free will offering to be collected)

Sunday, December 13  - 4:00 p.m.th

Food from Bentley’s Family Restaurant

Menu

Broasted Chicken, Baked Potato, Green Beans, Cole

Slaw, Fruit Salad,  Roll/butter, Dessert, 

Iced Tea/Coffee/Soda.

Please call the church office to 

make your reservation by December 6 .th

 (# Adults,  # Children 6-12,  

# Children under 6)

  

 

CHRIST-MASS EVE SERVICE

Thursday, December 24  - 7:30 p.m.th
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Worship & Music

The Worship & Music (W & M)
Committee meets on the first Monday
of each month at 7:00 pm in the Parish
House kitchen.  We highly encourage
congregational attendance at our next
meeting on Monday, December 7  asth

the committee will be further exploring
a contemporary worship service
offering (each fifth Sunday) at St
Mary’s.  Please join us.  We need your
valuable input.  If unable to attend a
meeting, please contact any one of our
committee members to represent your
thoughts and ideas.  As we all know,
many hands make light work and new
committee members are always
welcomed.  Currently serving are Don
Kaufman (chairperson), Linda Bupp,
Faye Boughter, Cindy Sparacino, John
Haifley, Joye Kaufman and Bob
Heltibridle.  

Council Highlights

Council met on November 9, 2009

1. Council expressed thanks to Joye Kaufman, Cindy
Sparacino and Jim Crist for planning a Christmas program.

2. Contemporary Worship Service - Recommendation from
Worship and Music committee presented to council. 
Further discussion will follow.

~Shirley Stansbury, Secretary 

Neighbors in Need

We are once more “adopting” a family to support this Christmas Season

through the Neighbors in Need program of Human Services Program of Carroll

County, Inc. We are collecting gift items, non-perishable food, and monetary

donations.  Money collected will go towards a Food Lion gift card and to help

purchase a few clothing/gift items from the families list.

The family consists of a two adults and 3 daughters, ages 6, 4, and 3 years of

age.  Their sizes are:

Mother   Father     Daughter (6) Daughter (4) Daughter(3)

   

Top M/L S/M 6T 6T 4T

Pants 9 30 - 31 6T 6T 4T

Shoes 9 9 ½ 10 11 8

Coat     L M -- -- --

Socks -- -- 10 11 8

Pajamas L M 6T 6T 4T

Other Gifts:

Mother: Candles, Sunbeam Heritage series 4.6qt Mix Master stand mixer 

Father: Poker/card games, hunting stuff (camouflage gloves & hat, hand

             warmers) 

Daughter (6) - Dress-up stuff, Barbies, Nintendo DS

Daughter (4) - Prince and Princess stuff

Daughter (3) - Puzzles, Barbie dolls, girl stuff

  

Please put your donations of gifts and non-perishable food for them in the gift-

wrapped box found in the overflow room of the church and in the downstairs

hallway of the Parish House.  Contact Dwyn Fleischer (410-346-6065) if you

need more information. 

Exercise Class
A free exercise class now being held in our
parish house on Mondays and Wednesday
evenings from  7 - 8 p.m. in classroom #2.
Focus of the class is on core stabilization
and abs, but also includes arm, leg, and
cardio work.  

Anyone is welcomed to attend but attendees
must bring their own equipment (exercise
ball, towel or mat to door floor exercises
on, and light hand weights 2 - 4 lbs.). 

Please contact Cynthia McNemar at
missy5218@hotmail.com or 443-375-9943
for more information.
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From Our Missionaries
Do You Want the Bad News or
the good News First?

Over the past few months, we have
been watching, with increasing
trepidation, the news coming out of the
ELCA and its Global Mission Unit. As
we have gone about doing our work,
we have constantly been faced with the
question: Will we still be doing this
ministry in Tanzania after January 1, 2010?

The decisions made in August by the
ELCA Churchwide Assembly caused
strain upon our relationships with the
ELCT [Evangelical Lutheran Church
of Tanzania] leadership. In their
Bukoba Statement of 2004, the ELCT
Bishops made their position clear
about ordination and same-gender
unions of homosexuals. Two portions
of this statement follow: 

“3.4.2.3. We admonish all human
communities in the world that to
endorse, legalize or encourage
homosexual acts in any form is to
reject natural ethical codes that
humanize society. It is thus to violate
God's Creation.”
“3.7 Homosexuality and Priesthood
(Ordination) 
We do not agree with those seeking to
ordain homosexuals into the ministry
of Word and Sacrament. We even do
not accept evangelists, elders and
other church rostered servants who
are homosexuals. Instead we call
upon the church of Christ worldwide
to sympathize with them, pray for
them and counsel them how to be
transformed in their thoughts and
intentions.”

Although no official statement has
been made by the ELCT regarding its
response to the ELCA, we are aware
that meetings are being held in order
develop a response. The ELCT will be

responding to both the ELCA and to
the Church of Sweden, which has
passed a similar statement regarding
human sexuality, ordination practice,
and same-gender relationships. The
impact of cutting ties with these two
churches would be significant since
they are two of the largest donors to
the church in Tanzania. At this time,
we are still in our office in the
Lutheran Center; however, our fears
about future action were enhanced
when an ELCT executive staff member
recently told us that he wants our car
when we leave. 

On the ELCA side, there has been bad
news as well as good news. At the end
of October, we received some bad
news. Several of our good friends and
colleagues had been requested to leave
their posts early. In Germany, an
important ELCA presence was
eliminated by the November closing of
the Wittenberg Center and the recalling
of Rev. Steve and Dr. Jean Godsall-
Myers. In Tanzania, Jean Wahlstrom
and Marvin Kananen were asked to
complete their service as of Jan. 31,
2010. They were planning to retire in
June 2010 after 11 years of service at
the Maasae Girls Lutheran Secondary
School in Monduli. Their ministry will
be sorely missed.

According to a statement made on
November 13 by Bishop Hanson, there
is no plan to recall mission personnel
in 2010. That was good news.
Unfortunately, the remainder of his
statement was all bad news. Further
budget cuts had been made by the
ECA Church Council that included the
elimination of over 40 staff positions at
Churchwide in Chicago, the ELCA
national headquarters. The cuts were
made necessary due to “…a decline in
funds due to the struggling U.S.

economy and decisions by some ELCA
congregations to withhold or redirect
mission support as a way of
registering disagreement with the
2009 ELCA Churchwide Assembly's
decision to change ministry policies,”
according to ELCA Vice President,
Wyvetta Bullock. (From ELCA News
Service , November 16) As Bishop
Hanson has said. "However one
analyzes the contributing factors, the
consequences are the same: Mission
is diminished. Unity is strained. Lives
are impacted. And faith is tested."
(From ELCA News Service,
November 13) Today, the official list
of those whose positions have been cut
was published.

Our wonderful, knowledgeable boss,
Gaylord Thomas, is one who will be
leaving. He agreed to early retirement
as of the end of this year. We’re

feeling bereft, and the Lutheran
Church in Africa has lost a very
special advocate and friend. Other
staff in the Global Mission Unit will
also be leaving as a result of these
cuts. We will miss these friends and
colleagues. Our GM family is in
mourning, as are all the units of
ELCA Churchwide. Please keep us
all in your prayers. These are trying
times, but Mungu ni mkubwa! (God
is great!)

Posted by Pastors Jme and Bob
Lowden at 3:35 p.m.

Thursday, November 19, 2009 
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Prayer Ventures - December 2009

1   World AIDS Day - On this World AIDS
Day, remember those who have died of
AIDS. Pray for those infected and affected by
the virus, and for caregivers, family and all
who minister to them. Lift up Dr. Kris and
Rebecca Hartwig, who work with AIDS
patients through the Selian Hospital in
Arusha, Tanzania.

2  Pray for Pastor Stephen Deal and his wife
Martha Giron. Stephen assists the ELCA in
its accompaniment of churches throughout
Central America. Martha teaches local
women income producing skills through the
Costa Rican Lutheran Church.

3   Let us pray for Dan, Kristen and Andrew
at St. Olaf College and for all students at
ELCA colleges and universities who are
preparing to take part in Advent and
Christmas concerts and services, that their
gifts may offer worship times of memory and
hope for the campus community, alumni and
friends.

4   John of Damascus, theologian and
hymn writer - Please ask the Holy Spirit to
use “The Gift of the Magi,” a musical being
offered on December 4-6 by Cecil County
Lutheran Outreach, Colora, Md., to gift and
bless both the participants and the listening
audience.  

5  Give thanks for Regional Representatives
for West Africa, Anne and Willie Langdji,
who foster church to church relationships in
Cameroon, Senegal, and Central African
Republic. Willie serves as liaison with LWF
World Service and Lutheran Malaria
Initiative, and with EELS/SLDS in Sénégal.

6   2nd Sunday of Advent - Nicholas,
Bishop of Myra - God of the nations, we
entrust to you the children of the world. Give
hope where hope is lacking, strength where
there is weakness, and faith where it is
sought.

7  Ambrose, Bishop of Milan - Pray that the
ELCA will strengthen its efforts to end all
forms of human trafficking within the U.S.
and abroad and will find new ways to care
for and protect those who are the most
vulnerable through education and advocacy.

8  Let us pray for Pastor Megan Jones as she
begins a new ELCA/Episcopal campus
ministry in the South Loop of Chicago and
for all the students in that area who are
completing a semester’s work and preparing
to head home for Christmas—that their work

may be blessed and their homecomings
joyful.

9  Thank God for Bob Kasworm, serving the
Kilimanjaro Christian Medical Center in
Moshi, Tanzania.  And for the surgeons and
other health care volunteers donating their
time and talents to the orthopedic surgical
center at Machame Lutheran Hospital,
Kilimanjaro Tanzania.

10  Ask that the Holy Spirit guide and
nurture Trinity Lutheran Church, Pelican
Rapids, Minn.  With 10 different languages
spoken in this town of 2,400, Pastor Laurie
Skow-Anderson is anxious to find ways to
develop long-lasting, caring relationships. 

11  Pray for all those who are incarcerated
and for crime victims, that they may find
justice and mercy in God and through our
society. 

12  Let us pray for children and teachers in
the 1,200 ELCA schools and early childhood
education centers that the message of God’s
love in Jesus Christ may come through
strongly for them in this season of many
distractions and even more opportunities.

13  3rd Sunday of Advent - We pray, O
God, for the people of Benin, Côte d’Ivoire,
and Togo. Give strength to congregations as
they witness to your peace and joy in the
midst of great challenges and changes in
their countries.

14  Let us pray for Diaconal Minister Margy
Schmitt Ajer and those with whom she
works—students from ELCA Region 1
preparing for rostered in ministry—that
preparation and ministry may both nurture
their faith and serve the mission of Christ
through this church.

15  For Lutheran ethicists who teach at
Lutheran and other colleges, universities,
and seminaries as they prepare for their
annual meeting in early January in San Jose,
California.

16  Rejoice with and give thanks for Spirit of
Joy Lutheran Church, Buffalo, Minn., as they
move into their first facility.  Started in 2001,
the new congregation led by Pastor Josh
Nelson has grown to 315 baptized members.

17  Lift up the ministry of Paula Powell, who
serves with Lutheran Communion in South
Africa (LUCSA), Located in Johannesburg,
South Africa. LUCSA members include

churches in Angola, Botswana, Malawi,
Mozambique, Namibia, South Africa and
Zimbabwe.  

18  Pray for those who have recently lost
their jobs and are now looking for ways to
provide for their families. May they find
comfort and peace.

19  Give thanks for the ministry of the
regional representatives as they accompany
ELCA companion churches in various
regions. Ask God’s wisdom for Richard
Sarker and Phillip Baker in Asia and the
Pacific; Lou Marie and Philip Knutson in
Southern Africa; Andrew and Barbara
Hinderlie and Bob and JMe Lowden in East
Africa; Anne and Willie Langdji and Viking
and Marissa Dietrich in West Africa;
Michele and Peter Johnson and Arden and
Janna Haug in the Middle East and Europe;
and Kathryn Lawler and David Wunsch and
Stephen Deal in Latin America and the
Caribbean.

20  4  Sunday of Advent - Gracious God,th

look with favor upon the churches in Ghana
and Nigeria. May they find, in the midst of
great challenges of witnessing to your mercy,
strength and nourishment in your Word.

21   Pray for Pastor Philip and Lou-Marie
Knutson and their family, who serve with the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Southern
Africa (ELCSA). Philip is a resource person,
advisor and trainer for ELCSA’s Christian
education program.  He also serves ELCA
Global Mission as regional program assistant
for Southern Africa.

22   Praise God for the ministry of presence
that Young Adults in Global Mission
(YAGM) provide throughout the world.
Today, ask God to bless Laurie Blank, Anna
Johnson, Mary Margaret Powers, Bethany
Sack, Greta Steeber, and Rachel Zarnke,
young adults serving with the new YAGM
program in Israel/Palestine.

23  As we give thanks for the gift of God’s
Son, pray for missionary children, who live,
learn and grow in their faith in a variety of
settings around the world.

24  Christmas Eve We ask for God’s
guidance on our journey to the stable, to help
us hear the voice of the angles as the birth of
Jesus is announced.

Continued on page 7.



The Lutheran Light - December 2009

-7-

Christmas Caroling
December choir visitations are currently being scheduled for our
congregational shut-ins.  In December, we’ll be
singing Christmas Carols.  Please come and
join us in sharing the Christmas season with
our shut-ins.  It’s a very enjoyable worship
experience for them … and singers too!  Let any
choir member know ahead of time so that we can
arrange for transportation.  The December visitation schedule is
as follows (subject to change). 

December 1--Roma Harner 1:00 pm
December 2--Harvey & Naomi Bowersox 6:00 pm
December 4--Bob Spangler 6:00 pm

There are a couple of people we have not yet scheduled. Since
Sunday, December 6th is the last day we’re able to Carol, we’ll
be scheduling those remaining shut-ins on that Sunday. Thank
you very much!

Prayer Ventures - continued from page 6.

25  Christmas Day Give thanks today for the gift of Jesus and for all
those who give the gifts of time and talent to their neighbors here
and throughout the world.

26  Stephen, Deacon and Martyr - Thank God for Penn-Zion’s
Lutheran Church, Harrison City, PA, and all who offer shelter, food,
and comfort to those in their communities affected by life’s storms.

27  1  Sunday of Christmas - O God, give peace to all people, guidest

the leaders of all nations so that the earth will be filled with your
love.

28  The Holy Innocents, Martyrs - Ask God to bless the Alaska
Synod and Bishop Michael Keys as they commit themselves to
making disciples as the primary task of the synod and to every
congregation sponsoring a second faith community.

29  John, Apostle and Evangelist - Give thanks for the 30 ELCA
members who volunteered for three to 11 months through the ELCA
Global Mission Volunteer program in 2009.  Thank God for the
generosity of these teachers, medical trainers, financial consultants
and pastors. 

30  Please pray for God's continuing guidance for Kaw Prairie
Community Church and its developer, Pastor Dan McKnight, who
dedicated their first building in September.  Planted and nurtured by
many ELCA partners, including retired laypeople working full-time
pro bono, this Lutheran congregation seeks to change lives with
Jesus’ love!  

31 As we welcome another new year let us give thanks to God for all
that we have, for our health, our families and our friends. Let us
serve those who are sick, in need and alone.

News from Your Town
As we tun our attention to Advent and the Christmas
season once again, we are reminded why god sent the
Christ child to earth and what His message is to all
people.  The answer to shy is pretty simple.  Just
listening to the news or reading it in the newspaper
demonstrates over and over again that there are many
people without God and without hope in the world who
need the angels’ message of “good tidings of great joy”!
That message has not reached everyone yet- from
“lowly shepherds” to great “kings”- perhaps because we
have not taken the message to them.

Let us resolve this Advent and Christmas season to take
the message of hope to our part of the world- through
acts of love and kindness that give those without God
and without hope a reason to believe.

In his earthly ministry, Jesus ministered to people who
had little or no hope, and thereby demonstrated for us
how we should respond to people in similar
circumstances.

The residential living residents of Carroll Lutheran
Village will again be giving money to help support
Carroll County Food Sunday and its growing need to
feed thousands in our county.  Your church members
are probably also supporting similar causes that
demonstrate the love of God for all.  We can and should
give all we can; after all, God gave His Son!

Merry Christmas from your friends and neighbors at
Carroll Lutheran Village.  And a Blesses New Year to
give even more!

ELCA Good Gifts 
The giving catalog of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America, lifts up more than 65 gift ideas filled with
meaning and love.  ELCA Good Gifts are a special way
you can help make a significant impact on the mission and
ministries of our church while giving a gift to a friend,
pastor, teacher, neighbor or other loved one.

Gifts under $25
10 chicks or Mosquito net or Bundle of roof shingles

Gifts under $75
School uniform or Child immunization or Survival kit
 
Log on to: www.elca.org/goodgifts or call 800-638-3522
A catalogue is also available on the rear register of the
sanctuary.
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Newsletter Information 

Newsletter Deadline: 3  Wednesday  by 10:00 a.m.                 Church Office Hours: Mon/Wed/Fri  9am-1pmrd

Phone/FAX #: 410 346-7146             Email:  smelc@mail.com       Website: www.stmaryselc.org

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Electronic Newsletter - By joining St. Mary’s
email list, you’ll be notified
monthly when the newsletter
has been posted in PDF format
to our website, and a paper
copy will no longer be printed
for your household.  To join,
s e n d  a n  e m a i l  t o
smelc@mail.com requesting to
be placed on the electronic newsletter list.

You may wish to honor the memory of loved ones,
birthdays, anniversaries, etc., by sponsoring a
weekly bulletin or monthly “The Lutheran Light”
newsletter.  Bulletin sponsorships are $15.00.
Newsletter sponsorships are $25.00. Sponsorship

forms are posted next to the flower sign-up chart in the church
Narthex, and are also available by contacting the Church
Secretary.

Pastor: The Rev. Dr. H. Lee Brumback, II   717-359-8882

Council President: Brenda Meadows   410-346-6994

Council Vice-President: Mary Krebs  717-637-5617

Council Secretary: Shirley Stansbury 717-637-6534

Treasurer: Art Wisner  410-346-7955

Outreach & Welcome: Jim Crist 410-848-4391

Christian Ed Chairperson: Laura Bennett 410-346-6729

Property Committee: Gary Meadows  410-346-6994

Staff Support & Stewardship Committee: (vacant))

Worship & M usic Committee: Don Kaufman 717-637-9795

Flower Committee: Ruth Warfield  443-732-6030

Altar Guild Coordinator: Fran Crist   410-848-4391

Lector Coordinator: Jim Crist 410-848-4391

Funeral Reception Committee: Viola Haines 717-633-
7648,  Marion Matthias  410-346-7380

Sexton : Mark Ruby 410-346-6840

Secretary: Susan Blizzard  410-848-6384

Organist: Joye Kaufman 717-637-9795

Thrivent Liaison: Donna Myers

Carroll Lutheran School Delegate: Shirley Stansbury

Carroll Lutheran Village Delegates: Jim and Fran Crist

Acolyte Coordinator:  Alec Shapiro

Stamp Coordinator: Helen Wolf

Christmas  Program 
&  Dinner

Sunday, December 13  , 2009th

4:00 p.m. in the Parish House

Food from Bentley’s at the Barn

                             MENU

    Broasted Chicken   Fruit Cup

       Baked Potato Green Beans
         Roll/butter    Dessert

           Iced Tea     Coffee

Free will offering at the door.

(Please give generously as the difference
 will come out of St. Mary’s funds)

Please make your reservations by December 6th

so  that the proper amount of food and supplies
can be purchased.  Reservation sheets can be
placed in the offering plate or call your
reservations into the church office (410-346-
7146) with the information requested below.

Yes, I (We) plan to attend St. Mary's
Christmas Program and Dinner on
Sunday, December 13 .th

Name:
      ______________________________

# Adults ____   # Children (6-12) ____

# Children under 6 _____
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  December 2009 **Holy Communion is celebrated each Sunday**

Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m. Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

Anniversaries:
Bentley and Sharon Wolf - December 3, 1982
Kirk and Donna Myers - December 3, 1988
Glenn and Marion Matthias - December 25, 1947
Donald and Leslie Phillips - December 26, 1997

1 2 
Donald Kaufman

3
Delores Heltibridle

4 5

6

2  Sunday of Advent - Bluend

Malachi 3: 1 - 4
Psalmody: Luke 1: 68 - 79
Philippians 1: 3 -1 11
Luke 3: 1 - 6
Basket Offering - Gideons 

7    8

Set-up for
Christmas

Bazaar
6:30 p.m.

9 10  

Helen Cassell

Set-up for
Christmas Bazaar

6:30 pm

11 12
Robert Spangler

St. Mary’s
Christmas Bazaar

& Luncheon
9 - 2

13
3  Sunday of Advent - Blue rd

Zephaniah 3: 14 - 20
Psalmody: Isaiah 12: 2 - 6
Philippians 4: 4 - 7
Luke 3: 7 - 18 

Christmas Program & Dinner- 4 pm

14

Church Council
Meeting - 7 pm

15
Vincent Sparacino

16 17 18 19
Joe Blickenstaff

20 Jacob Utz

4  Sunday in Advent - Blueth

Micah 5: 2 - 5a
Psalmody: Luke 1: 46b - 55
Hebrews 10: 5 - 10
Luke 1: 39 - 55

21

        

St. Thomas, Apostle
Winter Begins

22
Kaitlyn Blizzard

23

Bulletin Deadline -
10 am

24

Christ-Mass Eve
Service - 7:30 pm

25

Christmas Day
Office Closed

26

St. Stephen, Deacon and
Martyr

27 Brenda Middleton, John Ernst
1  Sunday of Christmas - Whitest

1 Samuel 2: 18 - 20, 26
Psalm 148
Colossians 3: 12 - 17
Luke 2: 41 - 52
Social Hour - Property Committee

28

The Holy Innocents,
Martyrs

29                          
                              
  

30

Bulletin Deadline -
10 am

31
Michael Haines

Brenda Meadows

Worship Helpers
Acolyte - Alec Schapiro, Devin Carrington
Head Usher -
Altar Guild - Fran Crist, Jill Spriggs
Communion Assistant - Sharon Adams
 

Office is Closed January 1, 2010.


