
The Pastor’s Prism   
“Another Aspect of the Word”  

There seems to be an increasing 
disregard for how we use speech these 
days.  We see it from the highest levels of 
government to our daily conversations.  
One wonders if our increasingly reliance 
on smart phones, TV’s, computers, and 
other electronic devices haven’t 
contributed to this situation.  Because 
these devices are so easily used and 
ubiquitous we use them all the time, 
which too often results in our 
communicating without always giving 
much thought to what we say or how we 
say it.   The danger is that we have 
cheapened, and misused the words which 
God has entrusted to us.   He has put a 
high value on the use of speech, the 
words we are constantly using. 

The Word as we find it used in the 
Bible seems to have many uses.  God uses 
“word” (speech) to create all that is 
(Genesis 1).  In the Old Testament the 
word often comes through the prophets 
to guide the people away from harmful 
practices and back to God (e.g., Isaiah 
1:10; Jeremiah 1:2; Ezekiel 1:3; Hosea 1:1; 
Joel 1:1; Amos 3:1; Jonah1:1).   

In the New Testament, the Word also 
refers to Jesus as the Incarnate Word, as 
we know in John’s prologue, “In the 
beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God, and the Word 
was God.  He was in the beginning 
with God.  All things came into being 
through Him and without Him not 
one thing came into being.  What has 
come into being in Him was life, and 
the life was the light of all people” 
(John 1:1-4).  Then, later in John, we hear 
Jesus saying, “If you continue in My 
Word, you are truly My disciples; and 
you will know the Truth and the Truth 
will make you free” (John8:31b).  Then 
we find in 1 Peter 1:2:23-25, “You have 

been born anew, not of perishable but 
of imperishable seed, through the 
living and enduring Word of God. For 
‘All flesh is like grass and all its glory 
like the flower of grass.  The grass 
withers, and flower falls, but he Word 
of the Lord endures forever.’  That 
Word is the Good News that was 
announced to you.”  

Thus, from these Scriptural texts, and 
many others not listed, we find that the 
Word is  used by God for creating, that 
Jesus is Word, but also that word is also 
connected with speech and the language 
we use to communicate with one another.   

Understood this way our horizon for 
understanding the 2nd Commandment 
may need further expansion.  That 
commandment, “You shall not take the 
Name of the Lord your God in vain,” 
has traditionally been understood to 
mean “…fear and loving God so that we 
do not curse, swear, use satanic arts, lie, 
or deceive by His Name, but call upon it 
in every trouble, pray, praise and give 
thanks.”i  Maybe we need to understand 
the misuse of God’s Name in the wider 
context of all speech (organized words) 
since He creates with it and the Son is 
called the Word.  

We know that communication goes 
on because of our ability to organize and 
use words that others understand.  So, 
maybe we need to hold our speech in 
higher regards because we, too, “create” 
something when we communicate with 
one another. This speech (word) may be 
just communicating a message, giving 
instruction, sharing information, or what 
have you.  When we misuse this word as 
in cursing, lying, swearing, or deceiving 
we are demeaning the word that God has 
given us to use for His glory and for the 
good of others.    

So, maybe we need to take more time 
thinking through what we say or 
communicate because words have power 
to create or destroy.  God has given us 
His Word and words primarily to affirm 
and build up.   The writer of Hebrews 1:1-
3 seems to grasp this power of the Word, 
“Long ago God spoke to our 
ancestors in many and various ways 
by the prophets, but in these last days 
He has spoken to us by a Son, Whom 
He appointed Heir of all things, 
through Whom He also created the 
worlds.  He is the reflection of God’s 
glory and the exact imprint of God’s 
very Being, and He sustains all things 
by His powerful Word.” 

              + “Pr. Lee” 

 

I  Luther’s Small Catechism with 

Explanation, (St. Louis: Concordia 

Publishing House) 1991.60. 

 

Almighty God, through Your 

Word Jesus Christ all that is came 
into being all that is seen and 
unseen.  You have entrusted us 

with words to 
communicate with 
You and with one 
another.  Lead us to 
think before we speak 

and seek clarity in our 
communications with one 
another.  Forgive us when we 
misuse these words and help us to 
use speech in ways that will give 
You glory and be helpful to our 
neighbor.  We ask these things 
through the Incarnate Word, Jesus 
Christ in Whose Name we pray.  
AMEN   
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Newsletter Information 
Deadline: 3rd Wednesday  by 10:00 a.m.             

Office Hours: Mon/Wed/Fri  9am-1pm 

Please contact the office when: 

¶ your committee plans a meeting/activity so it can be 
listed on the master calendar.  

¶ you have an announcement to be 
included in the newsletter. (Online 
Announcement form on our 
website. Paper announcement 
forms available on the church and  
parish house bulletin boards.  You may also email 
your information to the church office, to 
newsletter@stmaryselc.org). 

 

 

Silver Run Community Food Pantry 
located at 

St. Mary’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
 

(Distributed from Parish House located directly behind 
Church, Mayberry Road Entrance) 

 

1st & 3rd Wednesday of the Month 
 

4:30 – 5:30 p.m.   Meal         
5:30 - 6:30 p.m.  Pantry Open 

             
Non-Perishable Food Items Distributed. 

All Are Welcome!       

Donations Accepted! 

Email: foodpantry@stmaryselc.org 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As Luther Says…* 

   It is the Father’s will that we should 
listen to what the man Jesus says and 
give ear to his Word.  You are not to try 
to be clever in connection with his 
Word, to master it or to argue about it, 
but simply to hear it.  Then the Holy 
Spirit will come and dispose your heart 
so that you will believe and say from the 
bottom of your heart concerning the 
preaching of the divine Word, “That is  
God’s Word and it is the pure truth,” and you will risk your 
life on it.  But if you yourself want to be heard, and to 
obliterate the Word of Christ with your own reason, if you 
attempt to subject the Word to your own ideas, kneading false 
teaching into it, probing and prying how to understand, to 
measure, and to distort it so that his Word must sound as you 
want it to do, and if you ponder it as though you were in 
doubt about it, wanting to judge it according to your own 
mind, that is not listening to it, or being a disciple, but being 
a master. 
In that way you can never be able to say, “This is the Word 
of God.”  Therefore, lock up your reason, tread your wisdom 
underfoot, and do not let them grope about or feel or think 
in matters that concern your salvation, but simply and solely 
listen to what the Son of God says, to what is his Word, and 
stop there.  “Listen, listen!” is the command.  That is truly 
and honestly doing our Lord God’s will, and he has promised 
that all who listen to the Son will receive the Holy Spirit, to 
enlighten and kindle them so that they will rightly understand 
that it is the Word of God.  God will change them into person 
after his own heart. 
        
* Martin Luther, “Sermons on John 6-8” as quoted in Day by Day We 

Magnify You, Marshall D. Johnson, ed. (Minneapolis: Augsburg Books) 

2008:112. 

Council Highlights 

 
Newsletter Items from October 9, 2017 Council Meeting 

1. The Annual Meeting of St. Mary’s Evangelical 

Lutheran Church will take place on November 26 at 

11:00am in the Parish House.   

2. Please consider serving as a Council Member.  We 

would like more members to help with the decisions 

of our church.  It is a good group of people and we 

would like others to join us. If you are interested let 

Jim Huber, or any member of the council know. 

3. We are looking for members of the congregation to 

help the Council in the process of selecting a new 

pastor to lead us in God’s mission.  If you are 

interested in working with the Call Committee please 

contact Jim Huber by Nov. 5. 

     Respectfully Submitted, 

Gail Wisner 
Secretary 

 

 

mailto:newsletter@stmaryselc.org
mailto:foodpantry@stmaryselc.org
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Congregational Meeting 
Annual Congregational Meeting will be held Sunday, 
November 26, 2017 at 11:00 a.m. in the Parish House.  

An update on our missions in Christ will be shared, 
which will include the proposed 2018 budget, vote taken 
on new council members, and additional items.  

Also, brunch will be offered by the Sunday school 
and other volunteers at this time.  Free-will offerings 

collected will go towards the support of Punithkumar 
Revanna, the World Vision youth from Bangalore, India. 

Church Council Members 

Needed  
Please contact any Church Council Member or “Pastor 

Lee” if you would like more information or are 
interested in serving our congregation in this way. 

Call Committee 
Congregational search for new pastor underway and a 

Call Committee of six persons is being formed.  If you 
are interested in serving on this committee, please 

contact Jim Huber (410-848-0525) by no later than 
Sunday, October 22nd.   

Thanksgiving Eve Service 
Thanksgiving Eve Service, Wednesday, November 22nd 

at 7:30 P.M.  Remember all our Lord has given to us.  
Offerings and any foods brought will go to support those 
who use the Silver Run Community Food Pantry. 

 

It is time to order red poinsettias to be placed 

around the altar for our Christmas Eve service. 
 

6" pot with total of 3 to 5 red blooms .......$9.00 each 

(Price guide: 1 - $9.00,  2 - $18.00,  3- $27.00,  4- $36.00) 
 
Fill in this sheet and give it to Ruth Warfield or Ann Pearre 

along with your check made out to St. Maryôs Lutheran 
Church (or place both in offering plate). 

Please Print Legibly  

Deadline for ordering is Sunday, 

November 19th  

   

Ordered by ________________________  Date ____________ 

 

# ______ Red Poinsettias @ $9.00 each Total paid $ ________ 

 

In honor of  ________________________________________ 

 ____________________________________________ 

 By__________________________________________ 

   

In honor of  ________________________________________ 

 ____________________________________________ 

 By__________________________________________ 

- - - - - - - - - - - 

In memory of

 ____________________________________________ 

 ____________________________________________ 

  By _________________________________________ 

    

In memory of

 ____________________________________________ 

 ____________________________________________ 

  By _________________________________________ 

Thank you, St. Mary’s Flower Committee 

If you have any questions, please call Ruth Warfield 443-732-

6030. 

 

Notes & Thank Yous 

I WOULD LIKE TO THAN K EVERYONE  for all 
their prayers and cards, both get well and sympathy.  
Jim’s passing was very sudden and unexpected.  He will 

be missed but remain forever in my heart.  Sincerely, 
Ann Pearre 

JUNIOR MILLER WOULD LIKE TO THANK  

those who remembered him by their visits, cards, and 
prayers while he was undergoing treatment at Genesis 

Healthcare Gettysburg Center. 
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3ÔȢ -ÁÒÙȭÓ 6ÅÔÅÒÁÎÓ 
   

In honor of Veterans Day (November 11th), we 
ÒÅÃÏÇÎÉÚÅ ÔÈÅ ÍÅÍÂÅÒÓ ÏÆ 3ÔȢ -ÁÒÙȭÓ %ÖÁÎÇÅÌÉÃÁÌ 
Lutheran Church who have served our country. 
 
    
Robert Adams, Jr. - US Army Reserves, 1972-

1990. Active in Desert Storm 1990-1992.  PA 
National Guard 1992-1996.  Retired 1996, 
Staff Sergeant.  24 years of service. 

Leonard Armstrong  - US Marines, 1967 - 1970. 

Bill Blickenstaff  - Navy Crash & Salvage Rescue 
unit.   3 years of service. 

Rodney Bupp  - Army, 6/12/1967 - 6/12/1970  

Allan D. Chrest - US Air Force, 1965- 1969 

James A. Crist - U.S. Navy.   4 years of service 
(September 30, 1961 to September 26, 
1965). 

Jason Eyler - Army, 1997 - 2001 

John Warren Haifley  - 202 F.A. 3rd Army ETO. 
2 yrs.,10 months of service. 

Donald R. Lawyer, SP2 - 1954 - 1957 Army, 
Army Security Agency - Hawaii 

Curtis D. Meadows - Corporal,  Marines,   1965 
- 1968 

Gary S. Meadows - Army Specialist 4th Class, 66 
Military Intelligence, 1969 - 1971  

Cynthia D. Sparacino, CDR Retired - (US Coast 
Guard & US Coast Guard Reserve) 28 years of 
service (1977 - 2005) 

Richard A. Sparacino, LCDR Retired -  (US 
Navy and US Coast  Guard) 29 years service 
(1971 - 2000) 

Donald Stansbury  - Army Specialist 4th Class, 
60th Field Artillery, 1954 - 1956 

Joshua B. Utz, PFC - 2010 - Present, Army NG 
Specialist, Alpha Co. 1-175th Infantry  

Matthew Utz  - 2010 - Present, US Navy, Petty 
Office 3rd Class, Nuclear 

Dominic A. Vonella , Army, 1996 - Present2016 

 

(Please contact the church office with any additions or 

corrections to this list.  Thank You.) 

 

Updated: May 24, 2017 
 

Church & Village: Partners in Ministry 
November 2017 

Assisted Living Open House - Join us for an open house at Diven 
House for assisted living Wednesday, November 8 from 1pm to 
3pm. See the model and respite suites and beautifully 
redecorated community spaces. If someone you care about is 
ready for a little assistance in a warm, caring environment we 
ƘƻǇŜ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ Ƨƻƛƴ ǳǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŀǎƪ ǎǘŀŦŦ 
and residents about assisted living services, respite care and 
more. Please RSVP to 443-605-1068. 

New Board of Trustees Elected and Installed - Five members 
were elected to the Carroll Lutheran Village Board of Trustees at 
the annual Corporation Meeting on October 17.  Stacie Dowling, 
partner at Summerfield, Willen, Silverberg & Limsky; Justin 
Durboraw, owner of Myers-Durboraw Funeral Home; and Dr. 
Diane Martin, Director of the Center for the Study of Aging at 
McDaniel College were elected to their first three-year terms.  
Rev. Kevin Clementson, Co-Senior Pastor at Grace Lutheran 
Church in Westminster and Louna Primm, retired Executive Vice 
President and Chief Lending Officer with New Windsor State 
Bank were elected to their second three-year terms.  Kay Betz 
of Westminster; Ron Fairchild of Hampstead; and Sandra 
Ferguson of Westminster retired from the board.  Continuing to 
serve the board in their existing terms are Alice Daum-Coen, 
Carroll Lutheran Village Resident; Roberta Dillow, Carroll 
Lutheran Village Resident; Joe Hikel, Shelter Systems; Donna 
Kent, Retired; Rev. Mike Louia, First Lutheran Church; Wanda 
Lynn, RLH CPAs & Business Advisors; Sharon McClernan, Carroll 
Hospital; Richard Simmons, McDaniel College; Marlene Titus, 
Carroll Community College; and Arthur Wisner, McDaniel 
College. 

Register Now for Lifelong Learning Opportunities 

Register now for the following Lifelong Learning opportunities.  
Courses are open to all older adults in the community.  Come 
join us! 

Water Volleyball ς Sherry Stick instructs and referees on Fridays 
November 3 through 24 from 11:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.  Class is 
free to all older adults. 

Art History Series: The Carroll County Barn Quilt Project - Susan 
Williamson from the Carroll Arts Center presents on Tuesday, 
November 21 from 1:00 p.m. to 2:00 pm.  Cost is $9 for CLV 
residents and Arts Council members and $10 for all others.   

Please register for all courses in advance at 
registration@clvillage.org or 443-605-1070.  A complete list of 
Lifelong Learning options is available at 
www.clvillage.org/lifelong-learning.   

 

mailto:registration@clvillage.org
http://www.clvillage.org/lifelong-learning%20or%20by%20calling%20443-605-1070
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The Motto of the 

Reformation: VDMA  
Verbum Domini Manet in 

Aeternum (The Word of the 

Lord Endures Forever) is the 

motto of the Lutheran 

Reformation, a confident 

expression of the enduring 

power and authority of God’s 

Word. The motto is based on 1 

Peter 1:24–25. It first appeared 

in the court of Frederick the 

Wise in 1522. He had it sewn onto the right sleeve of the 

court’s official clothing, which was worn by prince and 

servant alike. It was used by Frederick’s successors, his 

brother John the Steadfast, and his nephew John Frederick 

the Magnanimous. It became the official motto of the 

Smalcaldic League and was used on flags, banners, swords, 

and uniforms as a symbol of the unity of the Lutheran laity 

who struggled to defend their beliefs, communities, 

families, and lives against those who were intent on 

destroying them. It was found inscribed inside churches, 

over doorways, on foundation stones, even on horse’s 

helmets! The VDMA logo and statement has appeared 

throughout Lutheran churches worldwide and remains an 

enduring motto of the Reformation to this day. 

Several examples of its use during the Reformation era 

appear below, on a coin, over a doorway in Braunschweig, 

Germany, and on a clock, and finally, a particularly 

interesting artifact, a helmet from 1553 that would have 

been placed on a warhorse, contains the motto. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Information from: 

 https://lutheranreformation.org/history/the-motto-of-the-reformation/ 

 

 

LUTHERAN 
REFORMATION 

.ORG 

The Reformation was not about anything new, but about 

returning to the unchanged and unchanging truth. So it 

is still today. The celebration of the 500th anniversary 

of the Reformation is not a time for novelty. It is a time 

to return: to the truth, to the basics, to the foundation.  

Do you remember the Small Catechism? Many of us 

were made to memorize the catechism (or at least part 

of it) during our Confirmation classes. Some of us 

might have even suffered through a public examination 

over its contents.  

How much do you remember? Say it with me: “I believe 

that I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in 

Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come to Him…” Can you 

finish? Do you remember where that is found? (It’s in 

Luther’s explanation of the Third Article of the 

Apostles’ Creed.)  

It’s time to return. Luther wrote the Small Catechism 

for the instruction of laypeople. Luther intended the 

Small Catechism to be used at church and in the home 

to instruct children in the faith and to reinforce the faith 

in the hearts and minds of adults.  

There is no better time than in this year of the 500th 

anniversary of the Reformation to review the catechism.  

Read it for yourself. Refresh the theology in your mind. 

Pray the catechism daily. Memorize it.  

But even more, teach it. If you are a parent, teach it to 

your children. As you have opportunity, share it with 

your friends and peers.  

The catechism teaches the fundamentals of the 

Christian faith: the Ten Commandments, the Lord’s 

Prayer, the Apostles’ Creed, the Sacrament of Baptism, 

the Sacrament of the Altar and the Office of the Keys 

and Confession. This small book is well worth your 

time and study.  

May this celebration of the 500th anniversary of the 

Reformation be a time when we return to the Word and 

Sacraments, when we turn to Christ and His love. It’s 

still all about Jesus.  
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Lutherôs Seal 
The most enduring symbol of the Lutheran Reformation is the seal that Luther himself designed to represent his 
theology. By the early 1520s, this seal begins to appear on the title page of Lutherôs works. 

Here is how Luther himself explained its meaning:  

First, there is a black cross in a heart that remains its natural color. This is to remind me that it  is faith in the 
Crucified One that saves us. Anyone who believes from the heart will  be justified (Romans 10:10). It  is a black 
cross, which mortifies and causes pain, but it  leaves the heart its natural  color. It  ÄÏÅÓÎȭÔ destroy nature, that is to 
say, it  does not kill  us but keeps us alive, for the just shall live by faith in the Crucified One (Romans 1:17). The 
heart should stand in the middle of a white rose. This is to show that faith gives joy, comfort, and peaceɂit  puts 
the believer into a white, joyous rose. Faith does not give peace and joy like the world gives (John 14:27). This is 
why the rose must be white, not red. White is the color of the spirits and angels (cf. Matthew 28:3; John 20:12). 
This rose should stand in a sky-blue field, symbolizing that a joyful spirit  and faith is a beginning of heavenly, 
future joy, which begins now, but is grasped in hope, not yet fully revealed. Around the field of blue is a golden ring 
to symbolize that blessedness in heaven lasts forever and has no end. Heavenly blessedness is exquisite, beyond all 
joy and better than any possessions, just as gold is the most valuable and precious metal. 

(From: Letter from Martin Luther to Lazarus Spengler, July 8, 1530 [WA Br 5:445]; tr. P. T. McCain)  

 

Following is a version of the seal as it has appeared over time since the Reformation. 

 

 

 

The first version was used in Lutherôs writings in the 1520s 
for the first time, and was in black and white, with Lutherôs 
initials.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

You ARE saved by works . 

You are saved by works. But not yours. Jesus did more than die for you. 
He lived for you. Salvation is not merely the forgiveness of sins. It is the 
gift of righteousness, received by faith. This Good News is the focus of 
the Scriptures. You do nothing. God works. And His works are very good.  

Your good works are done in response to salvation. Justification by grace 
through faith does not mean good works are bad, but puts them in their 
proper role. We live according to Godôs will out of thankfulness to His 
love.  
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Prayer Ventures  
1 All Saints Day Today we remember and honor 
saints, martyrs and loved ones who have gone 
before us and made an impact on our lives, the 
church and history. Pray for people who mourn 
the loss of someone they love or value that they 
find healing through the support given by 
friends, family and faith communities, and 
comfort from faith in Jesus’ victory over death 
and the promise of eternal life. 

2 National American Indian Heritage Month We give 
thanks for the gifts and witness of American 
Indian and Alaska Native members of the 
ELCA, 30 native congregations, new ministries 
and the work of the American Indian and 
Alaska Native Lutheran Association, all 
grounded in reconciliation and the mutual 
building up of the saints  people of all 
backgrounds, tribes, regions, communities, 
congregations and unique needs. 

3 Pray for relief and recovery from the 
widespread destruction caused by recent 
hurricanes and storms across the Gulf Coast 
and Southeastern states, Puerto Rico, Haiti, the 
Dominican Republic, the U.S. Virgin Islands 
and other locations in the Caribbean. Pray our 
concern translates into actions, gifts, support 
and empathy for people and communities 
engaged in the long, hard and sometimes 
discouraging work of rebuilding and recovery. 

4 Remember in prayer the young adults serving 
in the Young Adults in Global Mission 
program in Australia and their coordinators, 
the Rev. Kim Crawford and the Rev. Henry 
Martinez, that God will bless and further their 
witness and service alongside leaders of the 
Lutheran Church of Australia. 

5 Ask God for clarity in discerning which 
leaders, teachers and prophets to trust and 
listen to, for the wisdom to know whom to 
follow and emulate as humble, disciples of 
Christ and to know that we have one teacher 
who is unfailing and trustworthy in leading us 
in God’s ways and truth – the Messiah, Jesus 
Christ. 

6 Give thanks that our church believes that 
cultural, ethnic and racial differences should be 
seen and celebrated as what God intends them 
to be – blessings rather than means of 
oppression and discrimination – and pray for 
courage and self-reflection to face and change 
the uncomfortable things within ourselves, 
culture and society that selectively cause 
suffering and harm of others. 

7 On this day when elections are taking place 
across our country, we pray the Spirit of God 
will guide our church and members in 
defending human dignity, standing with poor 
and powerless people, advocating justice, 
working for peace and caring for the earth in 
the processes and structures of society. 

8 When we experience criticism or oppression 
for our faith and living from the gospel, pray 
for renewed faith and trust in God’s light and 
truth that lifts our spirit and encourages us 
forward as bold disciples serving our neighbor 
and sharing the good news of Jesus Christ. 

9 We remember in our prayers leaders gathered 
for the ELCA Church Council, that they are 
inspired and led by the Spirit in all they do and 
in helping our church pursue and keep before 
us God’s work in the world. 

10 Though our celebration of the Reformation 
may seem marked in time and history, we ask 
God to help our church to be always open to 
change, growth and reform centered in 
Scripture and the gospel for the sake of doing 
God’s work in the world. 

11 Veterans Day While war and conflict between 
nations and people are unfortunate aspects of 
our human nature and weakness, we pray God 
will continue to reveal and shine a light on 
God’s paths and ways of peace, justice, 
reconciliation and mutual concern. Give thanks 
and recognition for the sacrifice of men, 
women and young adults who choose to serve 
– and have served in the past – our country in 
pursuit of global peace, justice and the well-
being of all God’s people.  

12 Pray that every aspect of our life in the 
present is influenced and guided by our faith 
and God’s word, making us determined and 
equipped to serve our neighbor and share the 
gospel now.  

13 Pray for the people and communities 
recovering from the strong earthquakes in 
Mexico, and ask God to guide the work and 
partnerships of Lutheran Disaster Response 
and our ecumenical partners accompanying 
people during this time of loss and rebuilding. 

14 Remember and give thanks for the United 
Church of Christ, a full communion partner 
with the ELCA since 1997, and ask God to 
deepen our partnership and bless our work 
together sharing the gospel and serving our 
neighbor. 

15 In our striving for wisdom, we ask God to 
instill in us a lifelong desire and openness to 
studying God’s word and learning and to help 
us become wise yet humble teachers, leaders 
and examples in our congregation and 
community. 

16 Pray for the members, congregations and 
leaders of the Caribbean and Florida-Bahamas 
synods facing the long-term process of 
rebuilding and caring for storm-ravaged 
communities and people who have experienced 
great loss and ongoing challenges. Ask God to 
strengthen and sustain them for supporting one 
another, reaching out to and caring for 
neighbors, sharing hope and witnessing to 
God’s enduring love and presence. 

17 Pray the Spirit will stir in us a love of telling 
our children, grandchildren, family, friends, 
coworkers, strangers and the world stories of 
the wondrous things God has done. 

18 We remember in our prayers people who are 
homeless or on the verge of becoming 
homeless, praying they find safe shelter and 
that our congregations are caring communities 
assisting people with housing, food, 
employment and services necessary for daily 
life while respecting their dignity and desire to 
be self-sufficient.  

19 Pray we are not consumed with maintaining 
the status quo, defending institutions to 
preserve comfort or familiarity, or hiding the 
resources God has entrusted to us but that we 
freely use our blessings and assets and take risks 
for the sake of mission, service, witness and 
purposeful change.  

20 Give thanks for the faithful work and witness 
of ELCA missionaries Lucas Peters (Thailand), 
the Rev. Eric and the Rev. Wendolyn Trozzo 
(Malaysia), the Rev. Jeffrey Truscott 
(Singapore) and the Rev. Suk Yeon Lee (South 
Korea). 

21 The ELCA and The Episcopal Church are 
committed to prayer, fasting and advocacy 
addressing cuts to public programs that are vital 
to hungry people who are living in poverty. 
Remember to pray for these concerns, our 
leaders and people in need on the 21st of each 
month through December 2018. 

22 Ask God to deepen our understandings of 
abundance, generosity, stewardship, 
compassion and neighbor.  

23 Thanksgiving Day God is good, loving and 
generous, providing abundantly for humankind 
and all living things. Give thanks for the 
blessings that sustain us, and pray we are 
generous in sharing our resources, shelter, 
food, care and hospitality with our neighbor. 

24 Lift up in prayer people who serve a role in 
planting, tending, growing, harvesting, 
transporting and preparing the food that 
sustains us and gives us joy, and pray for 
renewed commitment to doing everything 
possible to eliminate hunger in the world. 

25 Our lives are fleeting and fragile. Give thanks 
to God for the life we have and the days we are 
blessed with, and pray we live each day mindful 
of and driven by our baptismal journey of faith, 
service, witness and compassion for our 
neighbor. 

26 We pray we treat one another, especially 
people living in the margins of society or in 
contexts removed from our daily experience of 
life, with the same love, concern and mercy 
God has shown us. 

27 Give thanks and praise to God for always 
being our strength and refuge, our hope and 
joy. 

28 Pray for God to deepen our faith and reveal 
to us daily the power, glory and love we have 
come to know in the risen Christ, Lord of the 
church, creation and universe. 

29 We remember in our prayers the Network of 
ELCA Colleges and Universities, a 
collaboration of the ELCA churchwide 
organization and our 26 colleges and 
universities dedicated to the freedom of inquiry 
and the development of the whole person in 
body, mind and spirit. 

30 Andrew, Apostle Andrew dropped his fishing 
net and familiar livelihood to follow Jesus. Ask 
God to help us discern what we can drop or 
reprioritize for the sake of following Jesus as a 
disciple, servant and witness to the gospel that 
others may believe and follow too. 



 

November 2017 
Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m. 

Sunday School Class 11:00 a.m. 
Adult Bible Discussion 11:00 a.m. 

 
Monday 

 
Tuesday 

 
Wednesday 

 
Thursday 

 
Friday 

 
Saturday 

Worship Helpers 
Communion Assist: Dwyn Fleischer 
Altar Guild: Fran Crist/ Gail Wisner 
Usher: Wisner Family 
 
 

  1 
 
Silver Run Food Pantry  
4:30 ς 5:30 p.m. Meal 

5:30 ς 6:30 p.m  Open 
 

All SaintsΩ Day 

2 3 

 

4 

 

5  
All Saints Sunday - White 
  Revelation 7: 9 - 17  
  Psalm: 34: 1 ς 10, 22 
  1 John 3: 1 - 3  
  Matthew 5: 1 - 12 
Basket Offerings ς St. Dysmas Prison Ministry 

Daylight Saving Time Ends 

6 
 

7 
Art Wisner 

 
 
 
 
 

Election Day 

8 
 

 
 
 

9 
Jonathon Baker 

10 
 

11 
Fran Crist 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Veterans Day 

12    
Jordan Blizzard   
 23rd Sunday after Pentecost - Green 
  Amos 5: 18 - 24l  
  Psalm: 70 
  1 Thessalonians 4: 13 - 18  
  Matthew 25: 1 - 13 

13 
 

Church Council 
Meeting ς  

7 p.m. 
 

 

14 

 

15 
Newsletter Deadline 

10 a.m. 
Silver Run Food Pantry 
4:30 ς 5:30 p.m. Meal 
5:30 ς 6:30 p.m  Open 

 

 

16 
 

17 

Craig Fleischer 

18 

 

19        
24th Sunday after Pentecost - Green 
  Zephaniah 1: 7, 12 - 18  
  Psalm: 90: 1 - 12  
  1 Thessalonians 5: 1 - 11 
  Matthew 25: 14 - 30  

Poinsettia Order Deadline 

20 
 

21 
 

22 
Sunday 

Bulletin Deadline 
10: a.m. 

Thanksgiving Eve 
Service 7:30 p.m 

 

23 
 

Church Office 
Closed 

 
 

Thanksgiving Day 

24 
 
 

Church Office 
Closed 

25 

 

26                    
 Christ the King - White 
  Ezekiel 34: 11 ς 16, 20 - 24 
  Psalm: 95: 1 ς 7a 
  Ephesians 1: 15 - 23  
  Matthew 25: 31 - 46 

Annual Congregational Meeting/Brunch ς 
11:00 a.m 

27 
 

28 
Christine Baker 

29 
Doris Blickenstaff 

30 
Carrie Eyler 

Anniversaries:    
James & Fran Crist ς 11/24/63 
Robert & Kelli Scott ς 11/4/195 

** Holy Communion is celebrated each Sunday. 
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